
Omaha Beach (D-Day) - Cam Ranh Bay - Nha Trang – Phan Rang – Phan Thiet  
Cat Lo – Di An – Newport – Qui Nhon – Vung Ro Bay – Vung Tau – Cat Lai – Cogido  

Winter 2018 
Vol. 9  #1 

NEWSLETTER 
Editor: Mike Hebert 

Printed by Prestige Press, Inc. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Greetings to all former Sea Tiger members 
(DUKW’s, LARC’s, BARC’s, PBR’s, Whalers, 
and associated Military Police). This is the 
January 2018 issue of the newsletter. 
Subsequent issues published quarterly. 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT: 
 
Welcome home to each of you. I hope ya’ll had 
a great Christmas, happy holidays and a 
wonderful new year. Our next reunion will be in 
San Antonio Texas around the third week of 
September 2018. Details haven’t been finalized 
so more information will be coming shortly. At 
this time Mike Hebert and I are working on the 
2019 reunion in Hampton Virginia. Make sure 
to mark your calendars as I’m sure we will 
have a good time. If you have ideas about what 
things you would like to do please send them 
to me. Always looking for new ideas. Speaking 
of reunions we all had a lot of fun and a great 
time in Cincinnati. Many new faces and old 
friends. 
 
Currently we are looking for nominations for 
Secretary and Treasurer. After many years of 
service to this origination Bob Ness has 
decided to move over and let someone else 
step into the Secretaries job as he is preparing 
to retire as a civilian employee of the U.S. Air 
Force. We thank him for his many years of 
service. Jerry Wallace will run again for a 
second term, but all are welcome to put their 
names in the hat. Competition is a good thing. 
If you would like to nominate someone please 
send that on to me.  
 
As always thank you all for your service and for 
being a part of this organization. 
                                                        Tom Farrell 

 
We wish all of you a very Happy New Year and 
hope your Christmas holiday was enjoyable. 
As Tom mentioned our next reunion will be in 
San Antonio, Texas during the third week of 
September 2018. We hope to have a large 
turnout at this event, so make your 
reservations early. San Antonio is a beautiful 
town that all are sure to enjoy and remember. 
There are numerous museums, old hotels, and 
the famous River Walk to keep us all occupied.  
The city is very easy to walk around, with 
shops of all types and many superb 
restaurants. The Alamo is also located in the 
heart of the city, but is somewhat disappointing 
to those who expect to see the fort depicted in 
the movies. 
 
● A very special “Thank You” to Richard E. 
Leibel for his very generous Christmas 
donation to the Sea Tigers Association. It is 
very much appreciated. 
 
● Another extremely generous donation was 
sent in by Shannon Parmenter, Evan 
Parmenter, and Jean Walpole on behalf of 
Richard Leibel. We would like to thank all of 
you for your unwavering support of the 458th!  
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MEMBER NEWS: 
Thanks to Dennis Ambruso 
 
Sea Tigers members Dennis Ambruso, Dave 
Pizzoferrato, Tom Farrell, and Mike Hebert 
participated in the 2017 Veteran’s Day Parade 
in Virginia Beach, VA on Nov. 11, 2017. 
 
Even though it was only 46 degrees and many 
uniforms and costumes were covered by heavy 
coats, the parade went on with the usual 
Bands, Marchers, and Veteran groups, but this 
year PBR 721 was added to the mix and was 
well received by those brave souls standing on 
the curbs in heavy coats! 
 
PBR 721's involvement this year was 
orchestrated by SKC, (SS) Patrick Doyle 
(Ret.), and CMC John Heistand SSSW (Ret.) 
of VFW Post 392 in Virginia Beach. John 
jumped through hoops to acquire the 
necessary permits, and drove down to NC. to 
tow PBR 721 to Virginia Beach and back, while 
Pat crewed the boat in the parade, pulling 
down the antenna's every now and again! 
 

 
PBR 721, Virginia Beach Veteran’s Day Parade 

 
Also crewing the boat were Vietnam PBR 
veteran, Donald Stegiel - GMG/SFC  ,Dinah 
Doyle, Katie Kennon,  and Karen 
Slatter.   Dennis Ambruso drove the lead 
chase truck along with Tom Farrell, Army PBR 
Vietnam veteran, and President of the Sea 
Tigers Association. 
 
Following in the second chase vehicle was 
David Pizzoferrato, owner of PBR 6927, up in 

Ohio, with Rick Larsen (Mass.) owner of "Rick 
Larsen Stencils", supplier of Military stencils. 
 
Banners were displayed on both sides of the 
PBR as it traveled down Atlantic Avenue and 
turned onto 19th Street. Both Sea Tigers and 
Gamewardens logos and info were prominently 
displayed during the 1½ hour parade. 
 

 
Sea Tigers & Gamewardens banner 

 
PBR 721 in parade, 19th Street 

 
PBR 721 passing reviewing stand 
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Celebrate Veterans Group 
by Don Cook, Fredericksburg, VA 
 
I had the distinct pleasure and honor of 
working with “Mikie” on The Riverine Reporter.  
Mike, thanks for allowing me to be a part of 
your team.  You are doing GREAT work and it 
is appreciated more than can be verbalized!!!  
 
I reluctantly had to let go of my Riverine duties 
to honor my obligations and fulfill my 
responsibilities to start up a veterans group in 
our community.   
 
We live in an over 55 community in 
Fredericksburg, VA called Celebrate by Del 
Webb.  One morning over coffee BS session 
the idea was floated to start a veterans group.  
No one stepped up to the plate to lead the 
effort so yours truly violated the first 
commandment he learned as PVT 1 in BCT – 
never volunteer for anything!!  Always being 
some kind of maverick I “volunteered” to be 
President and lead the startup effort for the 
Celebrate Veterans Group (CVG).  I quickly 
“volunteered” several folks I knew to be part of 
our executive council of seven members. 
 
Once we had the staff of President, VP, 
Treasurer, Secretary and Chairmen for our 
Outreach & Communications Committees and 
Historian established we planned our first 
meeting that was in October 2014.  The 
purpose was to collect input from the veterans 
about what they wanted from the group.   
 
It was with military precision that we 
established and executed our operations plan.  
The community was/is totally amazed all that 
we have accomplished in a short period of time 
and in an organized manner. We are now the 
largest and most active group in our 
community.  We are not a group of old fart 
veterans who sit around and reminisce about 
our “Glory Days” in uniform! 
 
As of today we are about 140 and growing.  
We have established our mission statement, 
goals & objectives and charter & by-laws.  Our 
Outreach Committee now has a Veterans 
Affairs sub-committee, a Battle of the Branches 

(BoB) Golf tournament sub-committee and a 
Veterans Charity sub-committee.  We have 
targeted The Fisher House at the VA campus 
in Richmond, VA as our adopted Veteran’s 
charity. The Fisher House is the VA equivalent 
of the Ronal McDonald House for McDonalds.  
It provides lodging for family members of 
veterans undergoing treatment or rehabilitation 
at the VA hospital.  We have donated over 
$4000.00 so far and with each golf tournament 
and spaghetti dinner the contributions grow. 
 
We have held ten fund raisers to date – three 
golf tournaments, three spaghetti dinners and 
four pancake breakfasts.  Additional fund 
raisers include the sale of polo shirts with the 
CVG patch we designed, hats with the same 
patch, American flag sets as well as service 
flags sets.  We even mount same for the ladies 
or infirmed who are unable to do so.  While our 
bank account is far from robust, it is a start.  
 

 
 
I would be absolutely, completely and 
inexcusably remiss if I did not mention that our 
better halves are also totally immerged in what 
we do.  Arranging the ball room for our culinary 
delights, decorating tables, establishing the 
chow lines, etc. are 100% their loving and 
caring contribution. 
 
For our fund raisers we asked IHOP for 
pancake batter and syrup and spaghetti sauce 
from Carrabba’s for spaghetti dinner.  It is truly 
amazing how much community support is 
available and just waiting to be asked! 
 

We solicited donations from the community to 
purchase a complete set of flags to include the 
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POW/MIA flag that are now on display in the 
entranceway to the lodge. Surprisingly, we 
found the non-veterans to be more generous 
than the vets as a way of thanking our vets for 
their service and sacrifice. 
 
We successfully petitioned the Board of 
Directors to name the walk & sitting area 
around the community flag poles as the 
Celebrate Veterans Memorial and to allow us 
to fly the POW/MIA flag 24x7.  We designed 
our own plaque and had it mounted on a lava 
stone we scrounged from one of the dump 
sites in the community.   
 
During the construction of the community 
lodge, the builder had placed lava stones and 
service plaques around the area but the 
plaques were arranged in the wrong order.  We 
found a local sign company that donated their 
time to rearrange the plaques for us in the 
proper order. On 4 July 2015 we held a 
dedication of said area that was attended by 
over 75 residents. 
 
At recent general membership meeting we had 
General (Ret) Frederick J. Kroeson and MG 
(Ret) John G. Meyer, Jr. to conduct an 
interactive panel discussion on Changes in the 
Military Op tempo from WWII to the present.  
Not necessarily a bright future. 
 
We have teamed with the Fredericksburg 
chapter of the Blue Star Mothers to support 
their Veterans Homeless to Home and spring 
and Christmas care packages for troop’s 
deployed efforts. 
 

 
General Kroeson and MG Meyer 

We stay busy with our efforts to support our 
veterans and veteran’s families. 
 
Memorial Day, 2017, will see us conduct a 
memorial service for all veterans of all wars 
who are no longer with us.  We will specifically 
honor the deceased veterans and families from 
our community.   
 
The 4th of July will find us holding a “Thank 
You” bar-b-q for our residents as a 
demonstration of our appreciation for their 
support. 
 

RESTORED PT BOAT 
Courtesy Workboat Magazine 
 
After a seven-year restoration that cost an 
estimated $5.4 million, the National World War 
II Museum’s PT-305 rolled down the streets of 
New Orleans in late November on its way to its 
final destination – a custom-built boat house at 
the city’s Lake Pontchartrain. 
 
In spring of 2017, a new crew fired up its three 
restored Packard 4M-2500 BV-12 engines, 
each putting out 1500 hp. at 2000 rpm.  
Passengers can go for rides at up to 40 mph 
on the only operational World War II patrol 
torpedo boat. 
 
PT-305 originally patrolled the waters of the 
Mediterranean. Sold as Navy surplus after the 
war, it was used as a fishing and tour boat. 
 
The museum acquired it in 2007 and since 
then more than 200 volunteers have helped 
work on it. More than $3 million in supplies and 
parts were donated and over $400,000 was 
raised from contributions. Donated labor was 
estimated at $2 million. 
 
Deck-only tours are offered on Wed, Thu, Fri, 
and Sun. Each tour lasts 45-minutes and costs 
$12 for seniors. If you wish to go for a ride, a 
90-minute spin around the lake will set you 
back $305! That’s the senior rate! 
 
Of course, you can always just attend the 2019 
Sea Tigers reunion in Hampton, VA and ride 
something just as good for FREE! 
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The 458th Trans. Co in World War II 
by Richard E. Leibel 
                           … Continued from Fall 2017  
 
I don't know why this island was associated 
with the name Palms. I never saw any palm 
trees - in fact I never saw any vegetation other 
than sparse patches of grass that were 
tolerable to salty sea water. What the island did 
have was a lot of sand - lots of sand dunes, 
which changed size and shape every time the 
wind would blow. It had wonderful beaches 
which is the reason why the government 
commandeered it for our DUKW training. There 
was also an abundance of bugs. Oh my, were 
there bugs - bugs of all shapes and sizes and a 
galore of ticks. Each evening it became a 
must-do thing to strip down to your birthday 
suit and pick off the ticks. The ticks looked 
exactly a normal mole spot on your body with 
one exception - before your very eyes the tiny 
ticks would balloon up due to a bold 
transfusion between a human body and a bug.  
 
Most evenings we would go swimming in the 
ocean using our undershorts in lieu of bathing 
trunks. The first night of swimming I heard a 
blood curdling voice yell “sharks, sharks!” I 
turned around and saw a group of huge sea 
monsters heading in our direction. It turned a 
bunch of dumb bunnies into Olympic style 
speed swimmers racing to the safety of the dry 
land. We soon learned they were not sharks 
but a school of porpoises which, of course, are 
friendly creatures. 
 
     We were blessed with a fine company 
commander who held the rank of captain. I 
wish that I could remember his name. He was 
certainly not a big man, perhaps 5'8", but he 
was all muscle. His brother lost his life on the 
battlefield, and the infantry style paces he put 
us through gave us the feeling that he wanted 
to avenge his brother's death. But other officers 
were also great men, including our chaplain. 
Our chaplain was a middle aged man with 
silver-gray hair. I say they were great men 
because they not only told us what to do but 
they went through the same grueling training as 
the rest of us. Our chaplain would consistently 

finish last in any exercise. He would always 
finish with a big smile on his face. The smile 
may have been actually a grimace caused by 
pain but it looked like a smile. 
   

                         
Soldiers practicing at Knot Obstacle Course 

  Charleston Port of Embarkation (US Army photo) 
 
     If I remember correctly, there were two 
difficult things we had to do. One was scaling a 
high vertical wall using a rope ladder. Climbing 
up was bad enough but crossing over to the 
opposite side was scary. The other was 
crawling on your belly like a reptile across the 
sandy soil while they were firing live bullets 
from machine guns above our heads. 
      
     We had one truck equipped with a 
compass. This device became useful 
occasionally. We also had a few trucks 
equipped with tire inflators which could be 
controlled by the driver. This system proved to 
be a failure early on. The problem was the air 
compressors were powered directly from the 
truck's drive shaft. When truck engines revved 
up, the air compressor would literally blow to 
pieces. We deviated somewhat from the book 
of instructions on the proper way to operate 
DUKWs. Probably the most important item was 
how to enter the water. The book told us to 
come to a stop at the waters' edge and engage 
the propeller and then enter the water. It 
proved to be much better to drive into the water 
at the normal speed and when you began to 
float, tap the brakes and then engage the 
propeller. This not only saved time but it was 
easier on the brakes and propeller 
mechanisms. 
                               … Continued Spring 2018 
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Memories of Serving with the 458th  
By Ted Faurbo 
 

                                  … Continued from Fall 2017 
 
Daily Formations—Sort Of 
We had a billboard for posting miscellaneous 
announcements between the tents and the 
mess hall. This is where daily formations were 
held about an hour or two before we started 
our work shift. These formations were nothing 
like stateside. Uniform was whatever you had 
on at the time. Some were in uniform, some in 
bathing suits, some in shorts and a tee shirt. 
Most had flip-flops on. We just stood around in 
a group, no lines, nothing formal. The meeting 
usually started with something like "OK guys, 
listen up".  

 
Damn, after that I hated going back to the 
States for five months of BS formations before 
I got out! 
 

 
Here’s a shot of a “different” pre-work formation 

 

F—ing Brass & Sandbags! 
We had been in Nam for several months and 
there was an inspection visit by 
some politicians and some brass. The 
politicians thought we needed sand bags in 
case we got mortared. We were not happy 
spending our time off filling and placing 
sandbags. This is three of the guys from our 
tent and our Mama san getting the job done. 
Remember, humid, 100º F the heat in the 
summer was the norm. 

 
Rural Electrification 
We were coming up in the world and allowed 3 
light bulbs per tent—nothing more. Some how 
popcorn poppers and electric fry pans showed 
up. Fry pans were for steaks that were 
“requisitioned”. Steaks and other foods had 
been going to the mess hall until we realized 
they were not getting fed to us. Someone was 
trading them for booze for himself. That was 
end of booty going to the mess hall. Once in a 
while we’d cook up steaks in the electric fry 
pans. After eating a few out of a crate full, the 
remainder was thrown away rather than take 
them to the mess hall. We had no refrigeration 
to keep them.            . . . Continued Spring 2018 
 

APOCALYPSE NOW 
 
Francis Ford Coppola wants to make an 
“Apocalypse Now” video game, and he’s 
hoping fans will help pay for it. The director has 
launched a Kickstarter campaign to raise 
$900,000 for what he says will be an 
“immersive, psychedelic, horror role-playing 
game” based on his classic 1979 Vietnam War 
film. Coppola said he wants to experiment with 
a new platform. Coppola is targeting to finish it 
by fall of 2020. (Doesn’t he have the money?) 
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A PBR/DUKW Combo? 
Courtesy Workboat Magazine 
 
A riverine patrol boat capable of seamless 
transitions from water to land has been 
developed by ReconCraft, Inc. of Newton, MA

 

 
Designed for coastal and riverine operations, 
the RC34C is powered by twin 355hp twin-
turbo diesels coupled to heavy-duty ZF marine 
gears and Hamilton 241 Water Jets. It can 
reach speeds of over 40 knots on water and 7 
mph on land. 
 
The vessel features a military grade SEALEGS 
100 amphibious system which has a capacity 
of 14,300 lbs. The SEALEGS system consists 
of motorized, steerable and retractable wheels 
which are powered by an on-board hydraulic 
power pack. This gives the boat variable 
speed, both forward and reverse, on land. 
 
 An aluminum hull and 200 gallon fuel tank 
enable a range of up to 300 nautical miles. 
 
Inside the cabin are a high-definition radar, 
satellite broadband, FLIR night vision system, 
and shock-absorbing seats. 
 
Current customers include the US Customs & 
Border Patrol, the US Navy, the US Army, and 
various foreign military services. 
 
US ARMY’S NEW LCM 
 
The US Army has begun soliciting proposals 
for a new era of landing craft, to be called the 

MSV (L), or Maneuver Support Vessel, Light. 
This will mark the Army’s first major watercraft 
procurement in 15 years. 
 
Initial plans calls for 24 of the new craft, which 
will replace the aging LCM-8, or “Mike” boat. 
The MSV (L) is designed for sustainment 
missions able to conduct riverine operations or 
to get into an area where there is a degraded 
port or none at all. It will have the capability to 
operate from ship to shore, along coastal 
waters, and narrow inland waterways. 
 
The new vessel is intended to be larger and 
faster than an LCM, at roughly 100 feet long, a 
draft of 4’, and a top speed of 18 knots. It will 
be capable of carrying an Abrams tank, two 
Strykers, or four Light Tactical Vehicles. 
 
The catamaran-hill vessel will be powered with 
two water jets at the stern. It will be fitted with 
both bow and stern ramps. Prototype testing 
will begin in 2017 and continue through 2018. 

"                           

 asks 
the Doctor. "No,"  
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ELECTION: 
 
Elections for Secretary and Treasurer will be 
held at our next reunion in San Antonio, 
September 2018. Please submit nominations 
for the two positions below: 
 
NAMES FOR SECRETARY: 
 

1) ________________________________________________ 
 

2) ________________________________________________ 
 

3) ________________________________________________ 
 

4) ________________________________________________ 
 

NAMES FOR TREASURER: 
 

1) ________________________________ 
 

2) ________________________________ 
 

3) ________________________________ 
 

4) ________________________________ 
 
Please submit suggestions to Tom Farrell, 
President at:     tjfarrell458@yahoo.com  
                      Phone: (856) 562-1797 
 
 

DO YOU HAVE PTSD? 
Thanks to Tom Wonsiewicz 
 
In 2013, the American Psychiatric Association 
revised the PTSD diagnostic criteria. Below is 
an outline of what counselors look for in 
determining a PTSD diagnosis. 
 
●The person was exposed to death, 
threatened death or serious injury either by 
direct exposure or witnessing in person. 
 
●Recurrent, involuntary, and intrusive 
memories, traumatic nightmares. Flashbacks 
which may occur on a continuum from brief 
episodes to complete loss of consciousness. 
 
●Trauma-related thoughts or feelings. Trauma-
related external reminders (people, places, etc) 
 
● Inability to recall key features of the traumatic 
event. 
 

● Persistent negative beliefs and expectations 
about oneself or the world. 
 
● Persistent negative trauma-related emotions 
(fear, horror, anger, guilt, shame). 
 
● Diminished interest in significant activities. 
 
● Feeling alienated from others. 
 
● Persistent inability to experience positive 
emotions. 
 
●Irritable or aggressive behavior, hyper-
vigilance, self-destructive or reckless behavior, 
exaggerated startle response, problems in 
concentration, sleep disturbance. 
 
If you have any of these symptoms, please 
make an appointment with your local VA 
Center. 
 
NAME THAT VETERAN CONTEST: 
 
We have a Vietnam-era photo below of a 
veteran who is a current member of the Sea 
Tigers Association. (Yes, he was US Navy!) 
Can anyone guess who he is? Send your email 
to michaelhebert@cox.net.  The winner will 
receive absolutely nothing! (Well… maybe a 
bumper sticker or something!) 
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Don’t forget to visit the following 458th  
Transportation Company web sites: 
 

www.458thseatigers.org 
 

www.458pbr-vungrobay.com 
 

We really, really need stories from your 
experiences in Vietnam! Please send 
submissions to one of the staff listed below 
 

458th SeaTigers Officers 
 

President: Tom Farrell 
Vice President: Robert Webber 

Secretary: Robert L. Ness 
Treasurer: Jerry Wallace 

Chaplin: Scott Fultz 
Historian: Bob Brower 

Membership Chairman: Tom Farrell 

Back issues of the newsletter are available. 
Just contact Mike Hebert listed below. 
 
We appreciate your submissions, feature 
ideas, corrections & criticisms. Please submit 
info to: 

 

 
 
 

Tom Farrell:    tjfarrell458@yahoo.com  
                         Phone: (856) 562-1797 
Bob Ness: robertlness458@q.com 
Mike Hebert:   michaelhebert@cox.net 
                         Phone: (804) 694-0415 
Bill Northrop: norwill6@sio.midco.net  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

9 

Deadline for Spring (April) 
issue of newsletter is 

March. 15. Please submit 
materials prior to that 

date. 
“Letters to Editor” 

also welcome. 

458th SEA TIGERS ASSOCIATION 
Robert L. Ness, Secretary ● 108 Tewa Drive ● Colorado Springs, CO 80911-1922  

Email: robertlness458@q.com  
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL 
 

Name: ________________________________ Phone: (_____) ______________ 
 

Address: _________________________________________________________ 
 

City: _________________________________State: ________ Zip: ___________ 
 

email: __________________________________________ 
 

Military Info:  
Unit: __________ Dates w/Unit: _________ Location: _____________ Rank: ______ 
 

F Please check this box if you DO NOT want information on this 
application shared with other members of our organization. 

 

DUES (check box):        F 1 year; $20.00         F 3 years; $45.00          F Lifetime; $195.00 
DONATION TO NEWSLETTER FUND   F $5      F $10        F $20   F Other:  $________ 
 

Please submit verification of service with application. We will need any of the following: 
copy of orders, copy of 201, photos, or a member who can vouch for you.  

 

Thank you for your support! 
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