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Greetings to all former Sea Tiger members 
(DUKW’s, LARC’s, BARC’s, PBR’s, Whalers, 
and associated Military Police). This is the 
July 2017 issue of the newsletter. 
Subsequent issues published quarterly. 
 

2018 SAN ANTONIO REUNION: 
 

The annual reunion of the Sea Tigers 
Association will be held Tuesday October 9 
thru Saturday October 13 in San Antonio, 
Texas.  
 

Our host hotel will be the Holiday Inn 
Downtown Market Square, 318 West Cesar 
Chavez Blvd. San Antonio, TX 78204.  It is 
only two blocks from the bustling Market 
Square. Room rates are $109.00 per night 
plus taxes. Rate includes a daily breakfast 
buffet for two. Reservations can be made by 
calling (210) 225-3211. Make sure to mention 
the Sea Tigers Reunion to get the discounted 
room rate.  
 

Check in time is 3:00pm check out time is 
11:00am. There is free parking available on 
site. 
 

The Holiday Inn boasts one of the area’s 
largest pools with a sundeck and Jacuzzi. 
There is also an area shuttle van, fitness 
center, guest laundry, valet service, and on-site 
restaurant. Room amenities include coffee 
makers, room service, irons, hairdryers, in-
room movies, cable TV, free Wi-Fi, and 
oversize decks on most rooms. 
 

The Sea Tigers will have complimentary use of 
a Hospitality Room for our reunion. 
  

San Antonio is celebrating its 300-year 

anniversary with a yearlong calendar of events 
& activities honoring its people, heritage and 
future. The many attractions include the Alamo, 
the 15-mile long River Walk, 4 Spanish 
Missions, San Antonio Zoo, Museum of Art, 
Natural Bridge Caverns, Witte Museum, Sea 
World San Antonio, Majestic Theater, the 
Japanese Tea Gardens and more. 
 

Ladies Day is in the planning stage. If anyone 
has been there before and has any ideas 
please contact Mimi Farrell at (856) 562-1795. 
 
 
 
 
For further reunion information please check 
our web site: www.458thSeaTigers.org   
 

A complimentary visitor guide is available on 
www.visitsanantonio.com . Scroll to bottom of 
page to order a printed guide.  
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REUNION SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 
 
Tues Oct. 9 
Noon                         Hospitality room open? 
4:00pm                      Arrivals at hotel 
6:00pm-10:00pm       Informal Dinner Buffet 
 
Wed. Oct. 10 
Time?                        Breakfast 
9:00am-Noon            Business meeting                            
Noon                         Hospitality room open 
 
Thu. Oct. 11 
Time?                        Breakfast 
Noon                         Hospitality room open 
 
Fri. Oct. 12 
Time?  
Noon                          Hospitality room open 
6:00pm – 11:00pm     Dinner Buffet (Casual) 
 
Sat. Oct. 13 
Time?                         Breakfast 
11:00 am ?                 Departure 
 
 
 
 
 
We plan to organize a bus trip to the AMEDD 
Museum at Ft. Sam Houston. Sea Tigers 
member Dave Pizzoferrato restored a 1955 
M170 Ambulance Jeep that is currently on 
display in the museum. 

 
Dave Pizzoferrato’s M170 Jeep 

 

THINGS TO DO IN SAN ANTONIO: 
 

The Alamo is the most visited attraction in 
Texas. It is the site of the 1836 battle between 
200 Texas Volunteers a Mexican force of 
thousands, led by Gen Santa Anna. Davy 
Crockett, Jim Bowie, William Travis and the 
rest of their group held out for 13 days before 
being overpowered. Unfortunately, all that 
remains of the original fort today is the stone 
church. 
 

San Antonio River Walk is a verdant oasis of 
cypress-lined paved paths, arched stone 
bridges, and lush landscapes gently winding 
along the banks of the San Antonio River. 
Lined with bars, shops, restaurants, missions, 
and museums, it has become a must-do 
attraction on any visitor’s list. 
 

GO RIO’s Riverwalk boat tour connects you to 
the city’s timeless charm! Enthusiastic, 
knowledgeable boat captains will share 
fascinating stories about the city’s culture, 
history and architecture during your 35-minute 
tour along the San Antonio River. 
 

San Antonio Missions. There are 4 Spanish 
missions located in the downtown area 
(Espada, Conception, San Jose, and San 
Juan). All date back to the 1700’s and are open 
for visitation. A visitor center is located in the 
San Jose mission. 
 

Hop-on, Hop-off City Tour. Experience San 
Antonio’s highlights aboard an open-top double 
decker bus with recorded commentary about 
various sights. Bus stops at 12 city attractions. 
 

Japanese Tea Gardens are located in a lush 
city park and feature floral displays, a 60-ft. 
waterfall, and koi-filled ponds. 
 

San Antonio Museum of Art is located in a 
former brewery and houses over 30,000 
artifacts spanning 5000 years of history. 
Exhibits include Egyptian, Greek, and Roman 
antiquities, in addition to Texas art. 
 

Natural Bridge Caverns. This guided 
adventure takes you 180 feet below ground to 
explore a half mile of the largest underground 
cavern in the area. 
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San Antonio Zoo is home to 750 different 
species of animals from around the globe. 
 

Witte Museum provides visitors with 
fascinating immersive experiences. Exhibits 
feature historic artifacts, Texas art, wildlife 
collections, and Davy Crockett’s fiddle. 
 

Sea World San Antonio. Part aquarium, part 
theme park, this attraction gets you up close to 
dolphins, penguins, polar bears, killer whales 
and more. Enjoy several thrill rides located 
throughout the park. 
 

Majestic Theater.  San Antonio’s oldest and 
largest theater is also open-air! Designed in 
1929, this venue seats 2311 people. Enjoy a 
casual show day or dress up for an evening 
event. 
 

Spanish Governor's Palace. A national 
historic landmark, labeled "the most beautiful 
building in San Antonio" by the National 
Geographic Society, it once housed the 
officials of the Spanish Province of Texas. 
Distinguishing features include period 
furnishings and a cobblestone patio with 
fountain and foliage.   
 

El Mercado, filled with shops vending colorful 
Mexican imports. Bargain for gifts from South 
of the Border and enjoy the many Mexican 
food restaurants. Visit the bakery at Mi Tierra 
and indulge in tasty pan dulce (Mexican 
Pastries).  
 

King William Historic District. Established in 
the 1840's this 25 block historic district was 
originally settled by prominent German 
merchants. Stroll down King William Street, 
named after Kaiser Wilhelm l of Prussia and 
marvel at the beautiful homes along the banks 
of the San Antonio River. The Steves 
Homestead and the Carl H Guenter House are 
both museums available for touring. 
 

Tower of the America's. Take a ride up the 
tower of America's glass elevators, and 
experience the breathtaking view from the 
observation deck located 500 feet above 
ground. The tower also has a revolving 
restaurant and gift shop. 
 

San Fernando Cathedral is the oldest 
cathedral sanctuary in the United States was 
built in 1734 by the settlers from the Canary 
Islands. General Santa Anna raised the flag of 
"No Quarter" from the tower of the cathedral 
during the Battle of the Alamo in 1836. See 
where some of the remains of the heroes of the 
Alamo are entombed.  
 

La Villita Historic Arts Village is an art 
community in Downtown. There are many fine 
arts galleries, souvenir shops, gifts, custom 
jewelry, pottery, and imported Mexican folk art, 
as well as several restaurants in the district.  
 

The Buckhorn Saloon. For a taste of the Old 
West and wildlife exhibits from all over the 
world, visit San Antonio's classic 1881 saloon 
and museum. Sip a refreshing drink as you 
stroll through 33,000 square feet of artifacts 
from Texas history and world record wildlife 
exhibits. Plus don't miss the world's only Wax 
Museum of Texas History.  
 

The Menger Bar. A replica of the House of 
Lords Pub in London, the Menger Bar is where 
Teddy Roosevelt recruited many of his Rough 
Riders, volunteers for the American volunteer 
Cavalry in the Spanish-American war. 
 

The Guenther House. In 1860 Carl Hilmar 
Guenther built an elegant home nestled 
between his mill and the San Antonio River. 
Today, this beautifully restored home offers a 
museum featuring mill memorabilia, River Mill 
store and a charming restaurant. 
 

Main Plaza, at the heart of the city, dates back 
to the early 1700s.  This innovative public 
space, with huge trees and bubbling fountains, 
vitalizes the city's center core. Known 
historically as the "Heart of the City," Main 
Plaza was named as one of the 10 Great 
Public Spaces in the United States.   
 

Briscoe Western Art Museum, located along 
the San Antonio River Walk features nine 
galleries on three levels. Highlights include 
Pancho Villa's saddle, a diorama of the Alamo, 
an authentic Chuck Wagon, and works by 
Frederic Remington. 
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MEMBER NEWS: 
 

The 2018 reunion in San Antonio is rapidly 
approaching! Just a couple reminders: you do 
not have to be an active member in order to 
attend the reunion, but you do need to be a 
member in good standing in order to attend the 
business meeting. 
 

We need items to give away at the reunion 
raffle. At our last reunion in Cincinnati, we were 
thankful to have such a great selection of raffle 
items. Please contact Tom Farrell to arrange 
donations. 

 
ONLINE POST EXCHANGE: 
Thanks to Tom Wonsiewicz 
 

The Dept. of Defense has initiated a new 
program, effective Nov. 2017, which allows all 
honorably discharged military veterans to shop 
at the online Exchange site. This benefit is a 
lifetime privilege and provides tax-free 
shopping and free shipping on orders over $50. 
 

The benefit does not include shopping at 
exchanges located on military bases due to 
security issues. 
 

To sign up for the program, go to site below: 
www.shopmyexchange.com/veterans 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE TIM O’BRIEN SAGA: 
by Mike Hebert 
 

One dreary April afternoon I was sitting in my 
recliner reading my favorite Tim O’Brien novel 
for the third or fourth time. Reaching the end, I 
noticed his bio on the last page. I read that he 
lives with his wife and two children in Austin, 
TX. All of a sudden the wheels started to turn 
in my head! Austin is only two hours from the 
site of our 2018 reunion – San Antonio! 
 

Spending the better part of a week on the 
internet and calling people who might know 
people who might know people, I finally read 
online that he taught a class at Texas State on 
occasion. After more research I found the 
email address of the dean of the university and 
sent her an email explaining how I wanted to 
get Tim O’Brien to speak at our reunion, and 
could she get me in contact with him. 
 

The next day I had an email from the head of 
another department and he said he would 
forward my request to someone at the school 
who worked with Tim O’Brien. 
 

Two days later I was checking my email and 
there was a correspondence from Tim O’Brien 
himself! I almost fell over. I had expected a 
reply from one of his associates, maybe, but 
certainly not from him. For those of you who do 
not read his books, Tim O’Brien is one of the 
greatest authors of our generation, a Vietnam 
Veteran whom the New York Times called “the 
next Ernest Hemingway.”  
 

I opened the email and read the following with 
great disappointment. Had the timing been 
better, I think he might have accepted. What a 
reunion banquet dinner that would have been! 
 

Dear Michael, 
 

Many thanks for your invitation to speak at the 
reunion banquet.  Unfortunately, the timing 
couldn't be much worse.  I'm contracted to give 
my publisher a chunk of my new book in early 
October, and I'll be swamped and stressed out 
at the time of your reunion.  Very sorry, but I'll 
have to decline with regrets.   
 

Thank you for asking, though, 
 

Tim O'Brien 
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Quick DUKW 
by Ian Trigg, Cheltenham, England 
Thanks to Dennis Ambruso 
 

Seven years ago, a life-long friend, Bob 
James, and I decided to take his US Navy 
DUKW “Hammerhead” to Amphib 1996, which 
was being held in England’s picturesque Lake 
District, a trip of some 500 miles. 
 

All the systems on the DUKW had been 
checked and double-checked for the long trip. 
We left Evesham, about thirty miles south of 
Birmingham, on Friday July 12th at 1000 hrs. 
We had a lovely day cruising through quiet 
country lanes before we reached the busy M5 
motorway, England’s main road to the north. 
After one final stop for a quick check (wheel 
nuts, leaks, etc.) we set off. 
 
At 35 mph all conversation was frowned out by 
the whine of the transmission; at the first steep 
hill Bob dropped down through the gears. 
Suddenly there was a loud crash and the 
DUKW shot forward at a speed that no DUKW 
was meant to go on land or water. Bob shouted 
“What the … was that!” As he struggled to 
regain control, we slid along the crash barrier. 
 

We could not slow down and the front (bow?) 
of the DUKW rode over the crash barrier. Had 
the other side been flat we might have made it, 
but ti was not our lucky day. There was a steep 
embankment that the DUKW tried to go up 
sideways. Then gravity took over and we 
started to roll over. I tried to make myself as 
small as possible and get into the floor well; not 
an easy task, as I am 6 foot 4 inches! The next 
think I knew we were upside down in the 
darkness. I was too frightened to move, not 
knowing what injuries I had suffered. 
 

Bob shouting, “Get out quick” as he climbed 
over me to get through the smashed 
windscreen, brought me out of this trance. So 
much for the captain being the last to leave his 
stricken ship! As we both stood a little dazed 
on the hard shoulder of the motorway, to my 
disbelief, Bob dived under the overturned 
DUKW to save his original World War II 
suitcase. 
 

By this time,, other motorists had stopped and 
we got a clearer picture of what had caused 
the accident. It transpired that a 44-ton tractor 
and trailer, speeding to get up the hill, had not 
realized how slowly we were traveling. He tried 
to avoid us, pulled out to overtake, but hit the 
right hand corner of the DUKW and rammed us 
into the crash barrier. 

 
Front left side of the 44-ton tractor and trailer after 
the accident. Remember this is the passenger side 
in the U.K. so it was lucky nobody was in the seat. 

 

VUNG RO VESSEL DOWN! 
by Bill Bassett 
 

September 1966 I went over to Vietnam with 
the 458th. We transited on the USNS Rose, 
leaving Norfolk, Va., going through the 
Panama Canal. We stopped in Los Angeles, 
Okinawa, Da Nang and off loaded in Cam 
Ranh Bay. I worked with the 458th under Capt. 
Gruff. In January 1967 I was pulled out of the 
458th, and assigned to the 344th LARC 
Company. I was ordered to Vung Ro Bay to 
command the 344th Transportation 
Detachment, Light Amphibious, (LARCs). 
 

At Vung Ro Bay the mountainous terrain came 
right down to the bay. There were three 
beaches at Vung Ro,, Alpha, Bravo and 
Charlie. Bravo was the “operational” beach, all 
tonnage was offloaded there, and then shipped 
north to Tuy Hoa and inland. The 344th LARC 
Detachment was housed on Charlie beach, 
and the stevedore company with their chow 
hall were on Alpha beach. The only method of  

5 



Omaha Beach (D-Day) - Cam Ranh Bay - Nha Trang – Phan Rang – Phan Thiet  

Cat Lo – Di An – Newport – Qui Nhon – Vung Ro Bay – Vung Tau – Cat Lai – Cogido  

transportation from Charlie beach to Bravo 
beach was by LARC, there was a narrow road 
connecting Alpha beach with Bravo beach. 
Alpha beach also contained a diesel fuel 
storage tank. 
 

Sometime in the Spring of l967 a small oil 
tanker vessel arrived at Vung Ro. The vessel 
anchored at about 60 yards of shore from 
Alpha beach. The plan was for the oil tanker to 
refuel the diesel fuel storage tank on Alpha 
beach. A day or so after the vessel arrived at 
Alpha the commanding Colonel of Vung Ro 
(can’t remember his name) approached me 
and informed that the tanker vessel needed 
help with the fuel hose that was going to be 
used to refill the fuel storage tank. The colonel 
told me to “station” a LARC equidistant 
between the vessel and the shore. The fuel 
line, where two fuel line hoses connect, would 
sit on the cargo deck of the LARC as the fuel 
was pumped ashore. 
 

Something didn’t sound right about this 
situation, so as a good young 1st lieutenant 
should do I asked my ranking NCO. My NCO 
immediately informed me that that situation 
provided a great risk of fire and of sinking a 
LARC. He explained that to maintain a space 
equidistant between the ship and shore, and 
keep the fuel hose connection on the deck, the 
LARC would have to maintain a position 
throttling back and forth with the LARC engine 
always engaged. He emphasized that if any 
diesel fuel spilled from the feeder hose 
connection on to the LARC, the fuel could 
ignite, the LARC would become inflamed, and 
the LARC would go down. 
 

As a good young first lieutenant, I immediately 
personally contacted the colonel and informed 
him of this possibility. I told him that I could not 
risk my men and my vessel. He looked at me 
and said, “Lieutenant, you are personally 
ordered to have that LARC at that location 
tomorrow morning.” I told the colonel, “Sir, I will 
follow your order, but I believe that this is a 
mistake and endangers the vessel and the 
operators of the vessel.” 
 

Guess what? A day and a half later I hear radio 
transmission blaring, “LARC DOWN, ALPHA 

BEACH!” Boy, my heart raced, I was on 
Charlie beach at the time, I caught a LARC and 
went to Alpha beach. Sure enough, diesel fuel 
had leaked from the hose connection onto the 
deck of the LARC. The diesel fuel then went 
into the engine compartment and caught fire. 
That fire then ignited diesel fuel in the LARC 
fuel tank. The vessel went down fast. As the 
vessel sunk the operators were able to jump 
and swim from the vessel unhurt. Two weeks 
after the incident a floating crane was brought 
in to lift the LARC from the sea floor. 
 

As the detachment commanding officer I was 
asked to submit a “incident report.” As a good 
and honest First Lieutenant I told the truth in 
the report. I explained that my NCO advised 
me not to use the LARC, and I advised the 
Colonel not to use the LARC, explaining in the 
report that there was a fire hazard to the vessel 
if it was used that way. The report was kicked 
back, and I was told that I could not submit a 
report written that way. At that point I refused 
to submit any other report, other than the one I 
prepared. I was firm in my response, “that 
report or none at all from me.” 
 

I never found out what happened thereafter. I 
heard rumors that someone above me 
submitted a report about the incident. I always 
suspected that it was the colonel submitting a 
report up thru his chain of command. 
 

This entire incident has been ingrained in my 
mind for over 52 years. Funny what time does 
with the mind. 
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Memories of Serving with the 458th     
by Ted Faurbo 

                    …Continued from Winter 2018 
 

Mama-sans having lunch at back of our tent. 
 

Seems we were the good guys; they would 
gather at our tent because we did not bother 
them. Some tents would hire the younger, cute 
baby sans, but they were not as good workers 
as the older ones. Hmmm wonder why they 
hired them? 
 

Our mamma san, Va Ti Cahn, was 42 years 
old and a very good worker. Each tent hired 
whoever they wanted. I think we fired a couple 
before we got a good one. They could speak 
VERY little English. We paid them, but it wasn’t 
very much (can’t remember the amount.) Each 
guy chipped in his share. Though it wasn’t 
much, they were grateful. 
 

Someone in the tent caught a live duck and 
gave it to mamma san to take home for a meal. 
Next day we asked her how the duck was. She 
said in kind of a sad tone "Duck De De!" it had 
gotten loose and took off; we all laughed. 
 

Recording Memories 
All my pictures were taken with a Kodak 
Instamatic camera I carried in my shirt pocket. I 
took all slides, had them developed then, using 
a tape recorder, explained each slide to my 
wife; then sent slides and tape to her.  
 

I remember once while explaining slides on 
tape, there were sounds of artillery, or bombs 
not too far away, but far enough I was not 
worried. Thought Deb might hear them on the 

tape so told her not to get worried because 
they were far away. In writing this I asked her if 
she remembered that episode. She didn't, but 
said she still has those tapes someplace. 
 

I would have taken many more slides but I sent 
most of my money home and had to limit what I 
spent on film and developing and postage. If I 
had one of today’s digital cameras back then, I 
would have taken thousands. 
 

Down to Business 

 
 

 
Beach Control Tower 

 

Our beach control tower went by radio call sign 
"Control". We entered and left the water at this 
point. It had a break room on the lower level 
where we could get out of the sun or weather if 
needed and time permitted.  
 

                                    … Continued Fall 2018 
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San Antonio Reunion, October 9 – October 13, 2018 
 

The annual reunion of the Sea Tigers Association will be held Tuesday October 9 thru Saturday 
October 13 in San Antonio, Texas. Our host hotel will be the Holiday Inn Downtown Market Square, 
318 West Cesar Chavez Blvd. San Antonio, TX 78204. Room rates are $109.00 per night plus taxes. 
Rate includes a daily breakfast buffet for two. Reservations can be made by calling (210) 225-3211. 
Make sure to mention the Sea Tigers Reunion to get the discounted room rate.  
 

Check in time is 3:00pm, check out time is 11:00am. There is free parking available on site. 
 

Registration Form Sign-Up Sheet 
 

Please feel free to bring as many guests as you like! 
Please print your name(s) as you want them to appear on your name tag(s) 

 
Name _______________________________________________ Phone (_____) _______________ 
 

Address ___________________________________City/State/Zip ___________________________ 
 

Spouse/Guest Name(s) _____________________________________________________________ 
 

Current E-Mail Address ____________________________________________________________ 

Prices below are Per Person, taxes and gratuity included:               Unit:  US Army □  US Navy □ 
                       
Registration Fee $20.00 (Onetime fee, not per person)             $ __20.00___ 
 
Tues. Oct. 9 (6:00pm – 10:00pm) Informal Buffet Dinner  $ _____ X _____ = $ _________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fri. Oct. 12 (6:00pm – 11:00pm) Dinner Banquet (Casual)  $ _____ X _____ = $ _________ 
 
                 TOTAL DUE = $ _________ 
 
 
 
 
 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS ____________________ 
 
Make check payable to: 458th Sea Tigers Association 

  
Send this Copy and Payment to: 
Robert L. Ness, Secretary 
108 Tewa Drive, Security, CO 80911 
 
Questions: Please call Bob @ (719) 390-3283 or (719) 201-3526 Cell 
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Don’t forget to visit the following 458th  
Transportation Company web sites: 
 

www.458thseatigers.org 
 

www.458pbr-vungrobay.com 
 

We need stories from your experiences in 
Vietnam! This is YOUR newsletter. Please feel 
free to contribute to it. A very special “thank 
you” to those who have already shared their 
stories with us.  

458th SeaTigers Officers 
 

President: Tom Farrell 
Vice President; Robert Webber 

Secretary: Robert L. Ness 
Treasurer: Jerry Wallace 

Chaplin: Scott Fultz 
Historian: Bob Brower 

Membership Chairman: Tom Farrell 

 

Back issues of the newsletter are available. 
Just contact Mike Hebert listed below. 
 

We appreciate your submissions, feature 
ideas, corrections & criticisms. Please submit 
info to: 
 

 
 
 

Tom Farrell:    tjfarrell458@yahoo.com  
                         Phone: (856) 562-1797 
Bob Ness: robertlness458@q.com 
Mike Hebert:   michaelhebert@cox.net 
                         Phone: (804) 694-0415 
Bill Northrop: norwill6@sio.midco.net  
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Deadline for Fall (October) 

issue of newsletter is 

Sept. 15. Please submit 

materials prior to that 

date. 

“Letters to Editor” 

also welcome. 

458th SEA TIGERS ASSOCIATION 
Robert L. Ness, Secretary ● 108 Tewa Drive ● Colorado Springs, CO 80911-1922  

Email: robertlness458@q.com  
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL 
 

Name: ________________________________ Phone: (_____) ______________ 
 

Address: _________________________________________________________ 
 

City: _________________________________State: ________ Zip: ___________ 
 

email: __________________________________________ 
 

Military Info:  
Unit: __________ Dates w/Unit: _________ Location: _____________ Rank: ______ 
 

 Please check this box if you DO NOT want information on this 
application shared with other members of our organization. 

 

DUES (check box):         1 year; $20.00          3 years; $45.00           Lifetime; $195.00 
DONATION TO NEWSLETTER FUND    $5       $10         $20    Other:  $________ 
 

Please submit verification of service with application. We will need any of the following: 
copy of orders, copy of 201, photos, or a member who can vouch for you.  

 

Thank you for your support! 
 

 
 
 

http://www.458thseatigers.org/
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